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ELEVATION OF THE DIOCESE OF CALICUT TO AN ARCHDIOCESE

When the Holy See declares a diocese as an archdiocese, it is based on a careful study of
various factors such as its pastoral effectiveness, historical significance, socio-cultural
context, and the strength of its faith traditions. In recognition of the remarkable
contributions of the Diocese of Calicut in these areas, the Vatican has elevated it to the
status of an Archdiocese. Previously, the Diocese of Calicut functioned as a suffragan
diocese under the Archdiocese of Verapoly (Varappuzha). A suffragan diocese is one
that is part of an ecclesiastical province and falls under the jurisdiction of a metropolitan
archbishop. With this elevation, the dioceses of Kannur and Sultanpet, formerly
suffragans of the Archdiocese of Verapoly, will now become suffragan dioceses under the
newly established Archdiocese of Calicut.

Meaning and Importance of an Archdiocese

In the Roman Catholic Church, an archdiocese is the primary diocese within an
ecclesiastical province. It holds a special place in the Church’s administrative and pastoral
structure. The archbishop, also known as the metropolitan, leads the archdiocese and
plays a key role in coordinating the pastoral efforts of the suffragan dioceses under his
jurisdiction. The elevation of a diocese to an archdiocese signifies its greater responsibility
and influence in the mission of the Church. According to Canon Law (Can. 431 81), the
main purpose of an archdiocese is to foster coordinated pastoral action among the dioceses
in the province and to support the safeguarding of the faith. The metropolitan ensures
unity and collaboration among the bishops of the suffragan dioceses and assists in
addressing local pastoral and administrative matters.

The Role of the Metropolitan Archbishop

With the elevation of CALICUT, Bishop Varghese Chakkalakkal becomes the First
Metropolitan Archbishop of the new archdiocese. As metropolitan, his role extends
beyond his own diocese. He is tasked with promoting ecclesiastical discipline and
safeguarding the faith across the province. As outlined in Canon 435, the metropolitan
presides over the ecclesiastical province from a see established or approved by the Pope.
Among his duties, the metropolitan must ensure that faith and ecclesiastical norms are
upheld in the suffragan dioceses. If he observes any significant abuses or deviations, he is
obliged to report them to the Holy See.

Symbol of Authority: The Pallium

The pallium is a distinctive vestment symbolizing the metropolitan’s unity with the Pope
and his role as a shepherd within the wider Church. Bestowed by the Holy Father, the
pallium is a narrow band made of white wool, adorned with five red crosses and three
pins, representing the five wounds of Christ. Its name, derived from the Greek and Latin
word pallium, means “a small mantle” or “sacred garment.” The pallium is worn around
the neck and shoulders, signifying the metropolitan’s commitment to pastoral care, unity
with the Church of Rome, and responsibility for the suffragan dioceses under his guidance.
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